


Why Edit? 

•  Fix ugly photos. 

•  Enhance the color and lighting in your images. 

•  Add your style. 

•  If you shoot in RAW, your images have to be converted to 
raster (JPEG) in order to print and post. 

Straight-Out-of-Camera (SOOC)- how your photograph appears 
when taken; no alterations/edits. 



Tools to Edit 
•  Software (Adobe Lightroom/Adobe PhotoShop) 
 
•  Online software (Pixabay) 
 
•  App (Instagram, Snapseed) 



How to Edit 
• Order of Operations  

• Adjustments and Tools



Order of Operations 
1.  Start with a preset. 

2.  Create an S tone curve. 

3.  Make adjustments to lighting (exposure, contrast, 
highlights, shadows, whites, blacks) 

4.  Adjust color (temperature, tint, saturation, luminance, 
hue) 

5.  Tools (crop, spot removal, adjustment brush, etc.) 

Global Adjustment- Adjusts 
entire photo. 
 
Local Adjustment- Adjusts 
specific portion of photo. 
 
 



Presets 

•  One click editing. 

•  Make local adjustments after. 



Tone Curves 

The Tone Curve represents all the tones in your 
image, including highlights, lights, darks, shadows, 
and mid-tones. 

Start by making an “S” curve.



Lighting 
Exposure- The brightness/darkness of your photo. Adjusting alters 
the mid-tones. 
 
Contrast- The amount of separateness of the subject from the 
background. Adjusting alters the areas of lightness and darkness. 
 
Highlights- The brightest points in a photo that still contain 
detail (not completely washed out). Adjusting brings back detail. 
 
Shadows- The darkest points in a photo that still contain detail 
(not completely black). Adjusting brings back detail. 
 
Whites- The brightest areas of a photo. Adjusting makes a photo 
brighter. 
 
Blacks- The darkest areas of a photo. Adjusting makes a photo 
darker. 



Color 

Temperature- Add or remove warmth. 
 
Tint- Balance excess green or magenta. 
 
Hue- Replace a color with a neighboring hue on the color 
wheel. 
 
Saturation- Adjust the strength/weakness of a color. 
 
Luminance- Adjust the brightness of a color. 



Tools 

Crop- Crop or straighten your photo. 
 
Spot Remover- Clone or heal a portion of your photo. 
 
Red Eye Correction- Remove red eye. 
 
Graduated Filter- Adjust a region of your photo (rectangle). 
 
Radial Filter- Adjust a region of your photo (ellipse). 
 
Adjustment Brush- Adjust specific parts of your photo.



Export 

1.   Choose location. 

2.   Name file. 

3.   Change size. 




