


Overview What is 

shutter speed?



Shutter Speed 

Shutter speed is the setting for capturing motion and is 
denoted by a fraction of a second. 
 
A fast shutter speed freezes motion and lets in light for 
a shorter period of time, thus decreasing exposure.  
 
A slow shutter speed blurs motion and lets in light for a 
longer period of time, thus increasing exposure. 
 
Shutter speed can be set on Tv/S mode or on full manual 
mode. 



When to Use 

*Use a tripod for any shutter speed below  
1/125 of a second. 



Fast Shutter 

ISO 400; 1/3200; f/5.6

Water droplets are captured.



Slow Shutter 

ISO 100; 1/6; f/8
*Tripod used

Water droplets are blurred, creating the “milky 
water” effect.



Tripod 
ISO 100; 1/6; f/16
*Tripod NOT used

Water droplets are blurred, creating the “milky 
water” effect.

Rocks are also blurred, revealing camera shake 
when the image was taken. A result of not using a 
tripod.



Techniques Panning

Night Photography



Panning 

Freezes motion while blurring 
background.

Achieved by moving your camera 
with your subject.



How to Pan 

1.  Set yourself up. Use a tripod with a swiveling 
head or stabilize yourself.

2.  Use a slightly slower shutter speed (such as 
1/30).

3.  Pre-focus your camera or set to automatic focus 
tracking.

4.  As your subject approaches, release the shutter 
as gently as you can and track the subject as it 
races across your frame.



Night Photography 

Capture night scenes and the stars above.

Achieved with a very slow shutter speed.



How to Photograph at Night 

1.  Use a tripod and an external shutter release to 
reduce camera shake.

2.  Manual or pre-focus by holding the shutter 
release button down halfway.

3.  Set your camera on bulb mode. This allows for 
very long exposures. The shutter opens when you 
press the shutter release button and closes when 
you release on the button.

4.  Use a low ISO and an open aperture (lower f/)




